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This paper proposes a reflection on urban regeneration and the participation of residents in a particular 
area, the sector II municipalities of the ‘new town’ of Marne-la-Vallée (Val Maubuée). 

The municipalities of Val-Maubuée were developed in a very short period between 1975 and 1990 in 
the framework of the “New Town” operations. The population of the six municipalities of Val-
Maubuée rose from 15,414 in 1975 to 79,859 in 1990. The mutation of the population in that time 
changed the social composition of these communities. In this period, residents' associations multiplied 
and three types of associations stood out: defense, participation and integration, management of living 
environment (1). 

In the 1990s the participation of residents in projects regarding their living environment took place at 
the association level (defense of tenants and landlords rights, preservation of heritage or of the 
environment). Some of them acted as constructive counter-powers, and worked for local interest. 
Others tended to have political interests and sometimes had great leverage on elected officials. The 
role of living environment associations was however limited in this period. They were not regularly 
informed of projects and were rarely invited in meetings organized by the Epamarne, the New Town 
Union (SAN) and municipalities.  

The different districts of Val-Maubuée, developed on a very short period are now facing problems of 
building degradation, insecurity and high levels of school drop-out. In these areas the issue of urban 
regeneration becomes central. The first neighbourhoods of the new town, laid out in the 70s, "L’Arche 
Guédon" in Torcy and the neighbourhood of "Luzard" in Noisiel are subject to major regeneration 
projects. 

L'Arche Guédon in Torcy has gradually experienced a depreciation of its image due to aging built 
environment and increasing social problems. Torcy, in collaboration with the Val Maubuée SAN and 
Epamarne, launched in March 2010 a competitive tender for urban regeneration in this area. The 
redevelopment of the ‘L’Arche Guédon’ neighborhood has been drafted in consultation with 
communities, residents and local stakeholders. The mayor of Torcy opened a permanent exhibition at 
the centre of the neighborhood (“L’Arche Guédon” space). A permanent information point aims at 
informing residents about the planned changes in this area and reassuring them, in particular on 
demolition projects which prompt many reactions. 

In Noisiel, an initial study commissioned by the city in 2010 has set the broad priorities for the 
"Luzard" district regarding urban, commercial and social aspects. An agreement was signed between 
the city, the Val-Maubuée SAN and Epamarne to define an operational action plan. An exhibition was 
opened to present the approach, stakes and development directions for the "Luzard" district. A public 
meeting was also organized in the presence of elected officials and the architects and planners in 
charge of Luzard’s redevelopment. Residents were asked to leave their thoughts on a register 
especially made available at City Hall. Following these consultations, the Mayor of Noisiel decided to 
discuss further the architects’ proposals with the residents and their representatives. 

This article proposes to study the role and the current weight of the residents through the example of 
the two regeneration projects mentioned. What are the stakes of these projects for residents? In which 



forms do residents' associations participate? What is their weight? Are the residents acknowledged as 
key stakeholders by policy makers? How do their presence or absence in meetings and working 
groups alter decision-making in these two projects? 

Interviews are planned with urban policy and planning representatives at Noisiel City Hall, with the 
project manager of  L’Arche Guedon in Torcy, with the director of planning and land at the Val -
Maubuée SAN and with the operations executive at Epamarne, in order to understand better the 
consultation process that has been conducted since the project was launched in 2011. The information 
obtained during these interviews will be completed by testimonies of residents and association leaders 
who participated in the working groups, public meetings and urban planning workshops in 2012. 

 

1 - Tayab, Y. (1996), Residents associations management and planning of urban areas: the case of 
Val-Maubuée. Thesis at the University of Paris 1. 


