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In France, there is currently a debate around the future of the national urban renewal program 
(Programme national de rénovation urbaine) and how to reform the parts of this program that are 
controversial with regard to social justice. In this context, it is interesting to look at what is happening 
in the US and to try and answer the following question: is it possible to reform urban renewal? 
According to some critics and scholars, renewal policies in the US are a neoliberal development of 
urban policies aiming at more territorial competitiveness for some neighborhoods, with an anti-social 
impact that is considered inevitable. The US federal program Hope VI was initiated in the 1990s and 
was considered an embodiment of such policies (although its outcome is still controversial). After 
Obama was elected in 2008, the federal administration ended this program and replaced it with Choice 
Neighborhoods, which is being applied in a restricted number of towns, for now. Choice 
Neighborhoods is the continuation of Hope VI but with many innovations and a clear focus on social 
equity. In particular, it articulates urban renewal (as a voluntary gentrification policy) with social and 
residential mobility for original residents, and with a global and participatory approach to community 
development. 
 
In this communication, I will present my ongoing research on Choice Neighborhoods. I am studying 
both the federal level of this program and its implementation on the field, in Boston and Chicago.1 This 
communication refers to all three focuses of this conference but more particularly to focus 1. The main 
question I want to explore is the following: is it possible to initiate “soft” renewal while still applying 
the core principles of urban renewal: demolition and promoting exogenous diversity? First I will 
identify the factors of reform, in particular the role of communities of interests, and also the role of 
scientific expertise. Then I will analyze the implementation of Choice Neighborhoods in Boston and 
Chicago, with their very different political, urban and ethno-racial contexts. I want to understand the 
impact of place-specific factors on the global orientation of projects. I will look at tensions resulting 
from potentially conflicting objectives: making the neighborhoods more attractive and guaranteeing 
equity for their original residents, and explore how these tensions have or have not been resolved. 
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1 “La rénovation urbaine entre performance et équité : le programme Choice Neighborhoods aux Etats-Unis” (Urban 

renewal, between performance and equity. The Choice Neighborhoods program in the US.). Research carried out at the 
Institut des sciences sociales du politique (ENS-Cachan, CNRS). Financed by the Centre d'analyse stratégique and the 
Secrétariat général du Comité 
 interministériel des villes. 
 



 
 
Disclaimer: This abstract was translated by a volunteer who is not a native speaker of English, 
therefore professional quality translation cannot be expected. 


