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This presentation is in two parts, the first part of which sketches out a typology of 
‘official’ and ‘critical’ urbanist discourses on urban neighbourhood renewal. Under 
contemporary neo-liberalizing political-economic regimes, renewal programmes in 
Europe and North America typically involve demolishing those social rental housing 
estates that were built during the 1950s-70s under the previous Keynesian welfare 
state round of urban renewal. The typology offers a way of framing how the 
hegemonic official discourse of renewal, as espoused by local politicians, planners 
and consultants (sometimes including academics), highlights ‘social mixing’, 
‘community consultation’ and ‘rehousing’ amongst other common tropes. By contrast 
the counter-hegemonic critical urbanist discourse is associated with community 
activists and academics who are both highly sceptical of the official discourse and 
also often act in opposition to specific renewal projects. This critical discourse 
emphasizes ‘gentrification’ and ‘community resistance’ alongside ‘displacement’. 
The second part of the paper provides an analysis of the London 2012 Olympic 
Games mega-project. This is one of the most lauded Games ever and will 
undoubtedly come to be seen as a future benchmark (the ‘London Model’) for how 
host cities can put on a ‘successful’ Games, not only in relation to staging the events 
themselves but perhaps even more importantly by offering a regeneration ‘legacy’ for 
a deprived, multi-ethnic urban area. This legacy centres upon improving the East 
London population’s life chances (e.g. in terms of housing, employment and 
education). In contrast to the official Olympics discourse, the presentation offers a 
critical account, based upon ethnographic and visual methods, of how two local low-
income, East London populations (residents of a council estate and youth temporary 
housing unit) living in Newham have experienced the transformations of urban space 
and place associated with the 2012 Olympic Games and associated regeneration 
schemes.  
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