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Urban renewal projects carried out in France within the framework of the Urban Renewal Act 2003 aim at a 
radical change in the image and the functioning of areas thus renovated. Architecture is an important focus in this 
regard. One of the goals of new urban renewal projects is to move away from single function buildings, from 
monumental buildings, and from very densely built areas. The new trend goes towards human-sized buildings. 
That means that urban intervention focuses on creating more varied housing statuses and a wider range of urban 
functions. To this aim, private stakeholders are being encouraged to invest in areas that were previously 
unattractive to them. A low, 5 per cent VAT rate (now increased to 7 per cent) attracts private developers. 
Association Foncière Logement (an association financed by businesse's 1% participation to housing building 
costs) also shows interest in those areas as it has been granted rights to build new housing for rent. Social 
landlords diversify their offer: they set up home buyer plans in sensitive urban areas. 

This communication follows a study carried out for ANRU1's CES (assessment and follow up committee). This 
was a study on the quality, with regard to architecture and construction, of buildings completed within the 
framework of urban renewal projects from January to September 2012. This study analysed six urban renewal 
areas with different political, social and demographic backgrounds, where both new constructions and 
maintenance works were undertaken, in the following towns: Saint-Etienne, Athis-Mons, Aubervilliers, Saint-
Nazaire, Moulins sur Allier and Nice. We analysed the projects (executed by an engineering firm) from a 
technical point of view. Then we tried to understand the impact of urban changes on the inhabitants, whom the 
projects are supposed to benefit. To this aim, we carried out a qualitative survey, using semi-structured 
interviews and commented routes with 25 families in three of the six aforementioned towns (Moulins sur Allier, 
Athis Mons and Saint-Nazaire). 

For the conference on « Living urban renewal », we want to analyse the objectives of private and public 
stakeholders in urban renewal, regarding both the urban landscape and the inhabitants. Do the various actors 
involved in housing apply different building principles? How does their intervention impact the area, including 
the residents who benefit from the changes and those who look at the situation from outside? Do different types 
of intervention have a different impact on residents? We will focus on two of the previously mentioned areas: 
Moulins sur Allier and Athis-Mons. Both underwent several (private and public) building programmes, and the 
local priorities in urban projects are radically different in both towns. This will be an example of very different 
rationales in building programmes and also of similar interventions as regards architecture. 

Our communication will explore the following points:  

‐ First we will show what is similar from the point of view of architecture in various (private and public) 
urban renewal projects. Recent projects aim at moving away from conventional huge buildings and at 
bringing social housing areas back to a human-scaled size. This entails very similar interventions on 
housing by the different actors involved. 

‐ Then we will show how building principles vary greatly between different projects. Different rationales 
apply notably to the integration of new buildings within the existing area and other types of housing 
(private and public, individual and collective). 
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‐ We will analyse how the new buildings change residents' lives, in particular the impact on residents of 
strategic choices made by private and public stakeholders with regard to architecture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer: This abstract was translated by a volunteer who is not a native speaker of English, therefore 
professional quality translation cannot be expected. 


