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Morocco does not have a structured urban renewal policy1 but has implemented urban intervention nonetheless, with 
political, economic and social motivations, as in the example of the programme called PVSB and aiming at removing 
slums from Moroccan cities. PVSB was initiated in 2003 just after the attacks2. In 2012, 43 towns and cities had been 
declared « slums free » and the overall situation had improved. PVSB was successful in removing thousands of 
precarious shacks even though that often meant chasing away populations who then settled in another place. The areas 
that were claimed back by the authorities were often quite central. I want to explore what is at stake here. PVSB is a 
programme against precariousness but it also focuses on political and security priorities following the 2003 attacks and 
on an unofficial goal: urban and social renewal in the country's big cities. 
 
After the slums were removed, the areas in question were redefined towards new uses of the space, in line with market 
urbanism, modernisation and economic ambitions of large cities. Slums are perceived as a problem but the social and 
economic issues, linked with families being evicted from where they used to live, have not been taken into account. 
 
One third of the country's slums are in Casablanca3 and 13 percent of the city's4 population live in slums. I will explore 
the case of this city from the viewpoint of focus 1: “Policies and actors of urban renewal “. Since PVSB was launched, 
several large slums in the suburbs have been removed. That includes the slums where the suicide bombers who struck 
in 2003 had grown up. Some very interesting rehousing options have been offered to families5, yet the social outcome 
is far from being all positive6. The long term future of these areas is unsure, as they face both social and economic 
difficulties. In this regard, official intervention may be questioned. 
 
The slogan “Casablanca without slums” implies political and economic factors. Local authorities want to upgrade the 
city's image and standard; that includes changes in the population. Senior officials and consultants have a vision that is 
inspired by other cities: Casablanca must choose between “Calcutta's downward spiral and the exemplary development 
of Barcelona”7. The new SDAU8 confirms this vision and makes urban renewal a major focus until 2030. 
 
Thus several large renewal projects have been initiated in the 2000s: Marina de Casa, Anfa airport, Casa City Center, 
and recently the Sindibad park, the overhaul of the area previously called the Carrières centrales slums9, the Morocco 
Mall, to name a few. Within such projects, new people and institutions play an increasingly important role: Casa-
Aménagement, Agence pour l'Urbanisation et le Développement d'Anfa, Al Manar Developpement Company10 (Marina 
project), Idmaj Sakan (specialised in slums removal), etc. 
 
All of these projects claim back areas close to city centres, whether they are occupied by slums, brownfield or port 
wastelands. These newly conquered spaces are made available for projects and social groups that are in line with the 
city's ambition of becoming a metropolis on top of being the economic capital. In the case of areas that were previously 
slums, populations have just been pushed away, even though there have been attempts at a more integrated strategy.11. 
PVSB has hit obstacles and this questions the objectives set in Casablanca12. Following the Arab spring and the social 
demands that grew louder in 2011, the authorities are now considering new, different programmes on the same basis. 

                                                            

1 �  Even though in 2010 the Ministry for Housing, Urbanism and City Planning did start a thought-building process on urban planning. 
2  These attacks causing over forty casualties were perpetrated by several young people, most of whom were from a slums in the suburbs of 
Casablanca. 
3  In 2004 they were home to 100 000 families. 
4 �  Grand Casablanca 
5  �An 80-square-metre surface was allocated to two families, where they had to build a four-storey house. They could resort to a third party 
who would fund the construction in exchange for a part of the house's surface. 
6  A study on the social impact of PVSB was financed by AFD in 2012. 

7  As was said by a Wali. 
8  Schéma Directeur d’Aménagement et d’Urbanisme de la Région du Grand Casablanca: 
Guidelines for Territory Planning and Urbanism in the Grand Casablanca Region. Carried out by the Agence Urbaine de Casablanca (Casablanca's 
Urban Department) with the help of IAURIF, Institut d’Aménagement et d’Urbanisme de la Région de l'Île de France (Institute for Spatial Planning 
and Urbanism in the Paris region, France). 
  
9 �  The project encompasses an urban park with a fashion medina, a school of fashion and a sports 
centre. 
10 �  Subsidiary of CGI, Compagnie Générale Immobilière 
11  A former Wali had considered a scheme to restructure slums within the city's surface and to keep families living in the same area. 
12 �  By 2011 only a third of the goals had been reached. 



The Ministry for Housing, Urbanism and City Planning has received new competences13 and this also questions the 
action carried out so far. I will try and answer14 the following question: will this new context lead to a new approach to 
social issues in slums and in urban changes or is it just postponing the implemenation of the same approach? 
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Disclaimer: This abstract was translated by a volunteer who is not a native speaker of English, therefore 
professional quality translation cannot be expected. 

                                                            

13 �  Within the new government under Prime minister Abdelilah Benkirane. 
14 �  On the basis of interviews with officials and other people in Casablanca. 


