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1. Planning and human rights: protest and mediation activities of the NGO Bimkom, 
Israel-Palestine  
 
The NGO Bimkom - Planners for Planning Rights - was founded in 1999 by architects and 
planners who made it their mission to strengthen the connection between human rights and 
the planning processes and policies in Israel. While relating to the distribution of land 
resources, planning policy often determines different living conditions and opportunities for 
different groups of people. Thus, planning processes have significant effect on the quality of 
life, of individuals and communities alike, and on their accessibility to basic services and 
infrastructure, such as health, education, employment, and housing. 
 
The presentation will be given by the coordinator of the community planning department 
within Bimkom, Nili Baruch. She will present the objectives, strategies and activities led by 
the NGO, based on her professional practice and field work.  
  
The centralized planning system in Israel is not accessible and discernible to the people it is 
meant to serve.  It is also heavily influenced by political and economic interests, so much so 
that often it seems that it is more of a tool political control over space than a tool for social 
betterment. Needless to say, this posses special problems for minorities in Israel who are often 
considered to be a security threat, hereby deepening social rifts as opposed to mending 
them.  In other words, politics of power and discrimination play a more significant role in the 
top-down planning system in Israel than do human rights, including values such as 
transparency and public participation. 
  
Bimkom seeks to change this reality by advocating for the absorption and implementation of 
democratic values in planning. Bimkom seek to influence decision makers, officials, 
politicians and professionals by assisting disadvantaged communities to make their voice 
heard, be it by conducting planning workshops - in urban neighbourhoods, towns and villages 
- and by authoring detailed reports, opinion papers, objections to plans and petitions to court. 
  
 
2. Example of a project supported by Bimkom in Palestinian Jerusalem: cooperation 
between Israelis and Palestinians?  
 
Since the 1967 annexation of East Jerusalem by the Hebrew state, Palestinian discourse, from 
the political elite as well as from inhabitants, often favour political action against the 
occupation, rather than taking part to or even protest against urban development projects led 
by Israel. However, partially due to house demolitions issues, alternative trends appeared 
since the 1990’s, with the involvement of civil society organisations.  
 
The presentation will be based on field research conducted by Irene Salenson during her PhD. 
She worked with Bimkom and studied Bimkom’s project in a Palestinian neighbourhood of 
East Jerusalem, Isawiya, through participative observation (starting in 2004).    



 
The goal of the NGO Bimkom is to promote change within planning practices by convincing 
the Israeli authorities of the benefits of participative approaches. But in fact, both Palestinian 
inhabitants and Israeli authorities rather like the NGO to be responsible for the project: indeed, 
inhabitants thus avoid establishing direct contact with the Israeli authorities; and Israeli 
authorities are satisfied to find other sources of funding for the development of East Jerusalem, 
while presenting an image of peaceful collaboration with the Palestinian population.  
 
Therefore, one of the main issues raised during the project’s development, both by the NGO 
and the inhabitants is: does the alternative planning approach in East Jerusalem contribute to 
maintain the statu quo, and thus, to reinforce the occupation?  
On the other hand, the interactions created through these cooperation mechanisms offer new 
protest and negotiation opportunities that can lead to a significant change within the balance 
of power.  
In any case, the interactions between inhabitants, NGOs, cooperation agencies and public 
authorities are growing and getting more complex, proving that neither Israeli and Palestinian 
sides, nor civil society and public authorities can be considered as only divided and hermetic.   
 


