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Moving from ethnographical fields results to contemporary public space anthropological 
analysis, this paper aims to investigate how the area of Barbès (Paris) is the scene of a new 
conflicts of "urbanity", involving public space into political, economic and cultural debates as 
an object, instrument and mirror of social changes and fights, within the long term process of 
urban renovation that characterizes this area. 
Barbès is a cosmopolitan neighbourhood that works as a worldwide crossroad since the end of 
the XIX century, in witch urban designs policies have being changing -and still change- the 
neighbourhood and its public space, simultaneously revealing nowadays social change 
mechanisms and the arena of actors involved into this process (from inhabitants to political 
figures) reclaiming multiples uses- and norms of use - of public space. 
If during the '80-'90 a multiplicity of associations stood against the urban renovation plan of 
that time, with a specific concern about resisting against the idea of a tabula rasa and evictions 
of low class and migrants inhabitants, what we observe today is a new kind of conflicts and 
reclaims accompanying the renovation process. The exception of this neighbourhood, as a 
"migrant centrality" in Paris, calls for "domestication" and "normalization" process by 
inhabitants and institutions in charge of its administration.  
After a general presentation of the activist-association scene in Barbès and its relation with 
urban renovation, the paper focus on some case studies concerning this area today, in order to 
underline how the actual renovation process opens up a scene for a new kind of urban 
conflicts and actions, between the "rules" of dwellers and the habits of "users", rising 
questions such as: to whom belongs the public space of a neighbourhood? What are the 
legitimate "users" and "uses" of public space settled by the renovation process?  
Finally, this paper aims to question the territorial scale framed by the urban transformation 
process, between the discourse of "metropolisation" and the actions producing a light form of  
"residentialisation", showing how urban renovation, by redefining scales and publics of a 
territory, is a processes by which borders and otherness within a city are re-negotiated and 
produced.  
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