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This paper aims at better understanding mechanisms and interests that play a role in the design and 
implementation of the urban renewal project Butantã Vila Sônia (Operação Urbana Consorciada Vila Sônia, 
OUCVS), located west of São Paulo. I used geography research methods and I carried out interviews with 
residents. I explored their claims and examined the obstacles in access to information about the urban projects 
for the various residents' groups in the area in question.  
The neighbourhoods of Butantã and Vila Sonia are marked by spatial segregation. I carried out an analysis in 
three different areas, home to low, middle and high income populations. This analysis shows the backgrounds 
and the claims of these populations at different stages in their lives, within a local and global perspective. On a 
global scale, the main role is played by economic interests, affecting urban requalification projects such as the 
OUCVS. 
An increasing number of urban planning projects and interventions are carried out by public-private partnerships 
(PPPs) and this increases spatial segregation. This shows how important space is with regard to capital 
reproduction. The area covered by the OUCVS is a strategic location for real estate developers and could 
contribute to overcome crises caused by excessive accumulation of the capitalist mode of production. 
First I carried out a detailed bibliographic research and I set up maps of the OUCVS and of the region according 
to its social and economic characteristics. This shows clearly that the area covered by the OUCVS is related to 
contradictions that appear within society and contemporary urbanisation. Segregation is very strong in some 
areas. Other city planning projects have been or are to be implemented in São Paulo; the protests against such 
operations differ greatly according to the different locations where such protest was initiated and the 
corresponding social classes, which have uneven access to information about urban projects. 
The Urban Operations Act included several projects which have been modified since. From 2005 to 2011, 
projects were designed by the City Office for Urban Development (Secretaria municipal de desenvolvimento 
urbano); this was obtained by inhabitants of the concerned areas, more particularly by middle and high income 
residents. Access to information and knowledge appears as an essential tool in the conflict between residents and 
the States; it also tends to enhance pre-existing inequalities between neighbourhoods and between population 
groups, in particular according to the various income levels. Low-income populations face bigger obstacles when 
trying to access information, getting their voice heard and gaining attention from the authorities. 
Lastly, I will question whether residents' mobilisation in the three areas covered by my research represents a 
claim to the “right to the city” in Henri Lefebvre's words. 
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