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This communication explores the changes under way in two self-generated, semi-
urbanised peripheral neighbourhoods with a working-class population, in two 
Portuguese-speaking cities, one in the North and one in the South: Lisbon and 
Maputo. Cova da Moura and Maxaquene are two neighbourhoods where the State 
intervenes to achieve improvements asked for by residents. Yet the objectives are 
being modified during the process, which turns into a comprehensive overhaul of the 
area. 
We will try and show the truth about both interventions. We will explore the interests, 
strategies and competences of the various stakeholders: city administration, 
university, NGOs, local associations, residents. 
Both contexts are very different. (1) Portugal is a semi-peripheral European country 
while Mozambique is a developing country. (2) Lisbon and Maputo are capital cities 
with very different population densities in the areas in question, which we prefer to 
characterise as self-generated, rather than informal, as it underlines the inhabitants' 
engagement and the lack of support by the government. (3) The normative technique 
does not have the same significance  in both cases. (4) Technical teams play a 
different role in both cities. Residents' ability to organise and take action is also 
different in both cases, and this ability is key to the outcome of action (Valença 2006). 
But both neighbourhoods also have a lot in common. (1) They are both located in a 
peripheral area close to the centre of a capital city. These areas used to be cultivated 
fields. In the 1960s, low-income newcomers arriving into towns - foreign immigrants 
and people coming from the countryside - settled on those fields. (2) As the city's 
growth accelerated, such areas' locations became central and strategic. This entailed a 
process of market valuation within creative destruction and accumulation by 
dispossession (Harvey 2008). (3) Most residents are in an unstable situation as they 
do not own their piece of land (Cova da Moura) or they do not hold land rights 
(Maxaquene), which limits the scope of their action. (4) Residents in both 
neighbourhoods want to acquire rights on their city, on their neighbourhood, and the 
right to be part of the redevelopment process. (5) In both neighbourhoods, 
development plans are being implemented by teams who are not part of the city 
administration. (6) Outsiders tend to focus on the weak points of those areas; this 
affects their point of view on intervention strategies (Groenewald et al. 2012, Raposo 
2012). (7) In both cases there are many different stakeholders with interests that 
sometimes converge and sometimes clash. (8) The role of the city administration is 
contradictory: they stand for the common good and capital valuation, which leads to 
advocate demolition, renewal and modernisation of the areas. (9) Residents in both 
neighbourhoods have different capabilities but in neither case are they considered as 
partners on an equal footing. 
Both authors have been involved in those neighbourhoods as technicians and/or 
researchers. Participatory observation - with longstanding presence on the field, 
interviews, focal groups meetings - gives access to knowledge that is the basis of 
ongoing collective research (Raposo et al. 2012) with a critical and collective 
approach. 
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Disclaimer: This abstract was translated by a volunteer who is not a native speaker of 
English, therefore professional quality translation cannot be expected.  


