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This communication is based on a part of a research project analysing the various dimensions of 
the transformation process and founded by TUBITAK. In this research project, briefly, it is 
targeted to analyse the relationships between planning and large scale projects and the 
movements in the real estate markets, triggering effect of these on each other, their chain reaction 
on urban regeneration and finally the socio-economic and physical impacts of these processes on 
the gecekondu neighbourhoods. 
 
Since the 2000s, the processes that are called urban regeneration in general, do not only 
transform the cities physically but also cause major social and economic transformations by 
dictating a radical change to the relationship between the local communities and the city. These 
processes vary in their reasons and implementation methods. They may be realized via urban 
renewal and regeneration projects, various planning practices, metropolitan projects and big 
capital investments, small capital movements and spontaneous market processes.  
 
Starting from this general approach, this communication will focus on the social dimension of 
the project, will show the social impacts of the transformation process based on a field research 
realized in Sarıyer Derbent gecekondu neigbourhood.  
 
Our field research in Derbent, use quantitative and qualitative methods together, so that we try to 
unify the advantages of these methods. Questionnaires realized by 280 families living in 
neighbourhood and interviews have been decided to execute with 18 people selected by their 
socio-economic features. To better understand the situation and to obtain sincere information we 
organized group meeting with this 18 people: 1 group of young people, 1 group of Women, 1 
group of middle-aged people having good knowledge about urban transformation. 
 
In that case our communication will comprise mainly 3 chapters showing the change triggered by 
the transformation processes and searching the differentiation of the perceptions by different 
groups: Perception of Urban Transformation, Belonging to The Neigbourhood, Perception of 
Home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


