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For several years now I have been researching the role and position of civic society associations in the urban 
renewal project of Hautepierre, a working-class neighbourhood in Strasbourg. I use a combination of 
research methods: on-field observation of practices, semi-structured questionnaires, as well as experimental, 
interdisciplinary methods. I am carrying out this research within the association called Horizome and based 
in Hautepierre since 2010. I was part of Horizome from the beginning on. This association gathers 
researchers in social science and urbanism, artists, and local stakeholders. This poses the question of the 
researcher's position and whether or not is is possible to keep a distance between the researcher and the 
researched object.  
 
Hautepierre was designed in the 1960s and 70s by architect Pierre Vivien as a form of utopia, an alternative 
to tower blocks. This area gradually triggered changes in lifestyles and in society. I want to explore how the 
urban renewal process initiated in 2009 (via an ANRU project) was positioned with regard to the pre-existing 
reality. More precisely, what was the attitude of this project's initiators towards associations (local dynamic 
forces - see also Morovich, 2012)? Urban renewal has a fixed rationale and yet it seems to have some 
flexibility as well, opening up new possibilities and allowing for interaction with associations responding to 
measures decided upon with a top-down approach. What was the effect of global rationales on local 
developments and how were global rationales adapted to specific local requirements? Since the 
neighbourhood was created, the network of associations has been playing a crucial role. It has mobilised 
inhabitants and created a culture of activism. What changes are taking place nowadays? Associations play a 
key role in the emergence of new groups. How do urban renewal processes use the associations' knowledge 
and practices, in particular for concertation?  
 
Horizome aim at interdisciplinarity and launched several actions within a culture of concertation. Together 
with researchers from the School of Architecture in Strasbourg, they organised conferences about what is at 
stake in the renewal project. Another objective was to make new terms and concepts known to the general 
public, for example « résidentialisation », meaning to convert an area into a residential one. What is the input 
of experts and non-specialists in building a common and shared knowledge base, from various sources, about 
the city and its ongoing changes? How did the engagement of those stakeholders change with regard to the 
position of the actors of renewal projects and with regard to the (often complicated) relations with the 
political arena? 
 
The Hautepierre project included a concertation framework, with one building block called “volet humain” 
(human aspects) for launching cultural projects. Because Horizome are very much engaged on the field, we 
won the bid for tender to lead this part of the project. The specification for this part of the project included 
mostly artistic events but also offered the freedom to take initiatives. Thus, Horizome have been able to 
promote interdisciplinary, analytical work that goes far beyond the purely artistic activities. The members of 
Horizome are specialists in various subjects; thus Horizome have been proving wrong the dichotomy 
between space and society often found in urban renewal projects (with one half of the project about urbanism 
and the other half about people). Within Horizome, interdisciplinarity is the method for understanding and 
acting. Horizome have a global view of Hautepierre thanks to this interdisciplinary approach, against the 
fragmentation of knowledge and for engagement (Edgar Morin, 1986).. Art is one of the many elements 
within this; art is also a way to show the global picture and reach the general public, including with a yearly 
exhibition. Horizome want to erase some stereotypes about the neighbourhood, but how are Horizome 
perceived by other local stakeholders? What are the possible links and forms of mediation between the 
different cultures and ways of living? What new discourse can arise from these crossed commitments? 


