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The intensification of the process that is bringing about the internalization of cities has been particularly 
visible since the end of the 1990s in the Sao Paolo metropolis, Brazil. By means of this process, successive 
governments in Sao Paulo have been creating a situation in which private sector interests such as private 
construction and real estate companies are oriented towards the needs of the most favored portions of 
society. A large number of urban projects are under way in Sao Paulo that will have a huge socio-spatial 
impact. 

At the same time, the number of evictions of inhabitants is on the rise, especially of those who are in serious 
socio-economic difficulty. These urban developments have raised concerns among researchers who are 
analyzing the way in which these projects are being undertaken. The inhabitants themselves feel that they 
have no say and demand more transparency on the part of the local authorities and businesses in charge of 
the projects. Beyond these questions regarding the management of these projects in these areas, more and 
more often inhabitants are speaking up against the local authorities who act with violence and who neglect 
the appropriate help that they should provide. These elements have only served to exacerbate the tension 
between the inhabitants and the local authorities in charge of the urban renovation process in Sao Paulo. 

These tensions have come to the attention of researchers and students at the University of Sao Paulo, 
specialized in urbanization and in mobilizing the population. The dwellers of some concerned areas 
contacted us in particular to obtain technical assistance in relation to urban development. They even 
contacted human rights and legal protection organizations for the poor. In this context which seems to be 
getting worse, two laboratories at the Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism (Labhab and Labcidade)1 have 
joined forces to reinforce the knowledge of academics and professionals available to inhabitants affected by 
these decisions, but also to the authorities by means of the Evictions Observatory which was set up in 
September 2012. 

After briefly presenting the background of urban renovation in Sao Paulo and the Evictions Observatory, we 
will present the Observatory by means of its related commitments. We will take a particular interest in 
presenting the methodology used to develop an interactive map focused on two points:  

 Firstly, this map enables various groups of inhabitants who sometimes live far from each other to be 
aware that their situation is not unique and that they can contact each other and develop collective 
strategies with the support of experts and academics. It is important to present a “spatialization” of 
the projects and quantitative information on the number of homes and families affected in a graphic 
manner. 

 Secondly, this map will identify urban developments and the solutions adopted with or without the 
participation of the inhabitants. 

                                                            
1  LABHAB is coordinated by Prof. Joao Sette Whitaker Ferreira with focus at Public Policy of Housing and Human 
Settlements. LABCIDADE is coordinated by Prof. Euler Sandeville and prof. Raquel Rolnik. They have a focus in Urban  Studies, 

Landscape, Social Participation In the Cities and Public Policy of Housing. 



The exchange of academic knowledge and techniques, but also of knowledge produced for and by the 
inhabitants is one of the central goals of the Observatory which hopes to put a spotlight on urban renovation 
in Sao Paulo and expand debate on this within society. 
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